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1  About Us.  

Hanover Action: towards a sustainable community is a constituted community group and was 
established by a group of local residents in 2010. Our key aims are to: 

● Bring people together to foster understanding of and take practical steps to promote 
sustainable living in Hanover and Elm Grove. 

● To promote Bioregional’s One Planet Living framework as a means to enable broad- 
based action on sustainability issues. 

● Promote community spirit and alternatives to unsustainable consumption. 
● Undertake activities to promote awareness of the impact of climate change globally. 

Hanover Action meets formally every month for more information see the Hanover Action 
website:  www.hanover-action.org.uk  

Hanover Action’s reach (** September, 2021) 

Hanover Action Facebook: 443 members 

@HanoverAction Twitter: 1246 

Website (www.hanover-action.org.uk ). We completely 
revamped our website with the vital assistance of 
Tamsin Bishton form Wilsome. 

As well as trying to be as active and visual on social 
media we publish regular articles in The Brightonian 

included (read by over 10,000 people), included 
articles about green home improvements, local 

responses to Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill, sustainable planting and  the consultation 
on the South Downs National Park, amongst other issues. 

http://www.hanover-action.org.uk/
http://www.hanover-action.org.uk/
http://www.hanover-action.org.uk/


This year has been a strange one along with lots of others we have been learning how to 
meet on Zoom and campaign digitally.  When it is safe to, we are returning to face to face 
meetings (monthly at the Hanover Community Centre).  

 

2. Climate and Ecological Emergency 
 
Hanover Action was one of the key movers in the council’s declaration of a climate and 
biodiversity emergency in December 2018 and the formation of the city’s first Citizens’ Assembly 
a year later. We have and will continue to make the public aware of this and hold the council to 
account. 
 
We are currently encouraging a broad range of people who attended online Climate Question 
Time events - held with local MPs and councillors in October 2020 and March 2021 - to 

input their questions about the council’s Carbon Neutral 2030 programme, and how it is 
being implemented and monitored - and crucially, how they are engaging with local communities 
and all residents of the city. 
 
3. Land Use and biodiversity -  Improving green spaces 
 
We are committed to improving our planter and green spaces, however small and this year we 
worked with Pankhurst residents to install a new planter. 
 

.  
 

On a smaller scale we were very happy to see more and more wildlife and supportive posts 
on social media. 

https://youtu.be/GLMY3eiQ0yA
https://youtu.be/GLMY3eiQ0yA
https://youtu.be/_l4u-mT84Ds
https://youtu.be/_l4u-mT84Ds
https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/carbon-neutral-2030-programme


 
 

Street planters have continued to be valued by local residents and more have been adopted 
and gardened for pollinators as well as flowers.  And more and more people are talking 
control of the spaces outside their front doors. 

Hanover Action members are still enthusiastic about Tree Planting and we try to 
include new tree and bushes wherever we can.  The Council has replaced trees in 
Islingword Road and Elm Grove. At the same time, new trees have died in Elm Grove, 
Whichelo Place and Southover Street.  We have contacted CPRE’s Plant Your 
Postcode and are pleased to learn that the Tree Team at the Council has greater 
capacity and grown in numbers of staff.  We are disappointed that the focus has been 
away from Hanover and other Victorian areas of the City and will press for 
engagement and replacement of street trees.  

 
 
Our annual plant sale took place in May and despite the rain was a great success. This year it 
included wonderful wild flower plants from Stanmer nurseries in addition to all the seedlings 
grown by local residents and swapped for different seedlings/plants. It’s also a chance to meet 
others locally and exchange growing tips etc. 
 

 
 



4. Communities Forum and Liveable Neighbourhoods 
 
We continue to play an active part in the Hanover & Elm Grove Communities Forum (see: 
https://hanoverandelmgrove.net/  
 
The Forum has been heavily focused on the local community response to Covid-19. With a 
Hanover Action member taking an active role in the development of the Albion Community Hub 
(a Community resource centre at the bottom of one of local tower blocks where we have 
redecorated the building and created space for several workshops, a pottery and cafe and food 
storage for the Phoenix Social SuperMarket and bike repair workshops. 
 

 
 
The Forum has supported our work with our local councilor to build momentum for a Low Traffic 
Neighborhood locally. Working with a local artist we designed and distributed information and 
continue to push the case for a radical scheme that could make a difference locally 
 

 
For more on ‘Streets are for Sharing’, including details of how organise your own street party, see: 
www.hasl.org.uk/streets-for-sharing 

 
 

https://hanoverandelmgrove.net/
http://www.hasl.org.uk/streets-for-sharing.html


5. Recycling 
 
Our Book Swap point continues to be appreciated by many people. We still have issues with the 
amount of stuff of little value and electrical goods despite continual posting about TecTakeback 
and the fact this is not a place to leave electrical goods. 

 

 

6. Green Homes Campaign 

 
 

At the end of 2020 we successfully bid for a grant from Brighton and Hove City Council for a 
campaign to share examples of local homes where the owners had carried out green home 
improvements.  
 
We hosted a webinar in September which featured 2 Hanover residents and a specialist builder 
who spoke about their experiences. We had 55 people attend the webinar and a lively Q&A 
session. 
 
With the help of the Low Carbon Trust we created 2 new films of local green home improvement 
projects and pulled together previous case studies and now have a bank of useful information on 
the new green homes section of our website. https://hanover-action.org.uk/home/taking-
action/greening-hanover-homes/ 
 
 
With huge thanks to the Low Carbon Trust and consultants from Wilsome who worked for us on 
these projects. 
 
 

https://hanover-action.org.uk/home/taking-action/greening-hanover-homes/
https://hanover-action.org.uk/home/taking-action/greening-hanover-homes/


 
 

 
 

7. Financial Accounts 
See separate document: Accounts Year ended 31 March 2021 available at: 
https://hanover-action.org.uk/home/about-hanover-action/general-meetings/ 
 

 

https://hanover-action.org.uk/home/about-hanover-action/general-meetings/

