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Towards the Launch of HASL  
Following the double showing of the climate change film 
Age of Stupid at The Hanover Community Centre (seen by 140 people), the 
1st meeting of people inspired by Age of Stupid to do something on climate 
change. Discussion on the creation of activities focussed within subgroups, 

and a formal Constitution continued alongside further film 
screenings that drew more people in the idea for HASL. 
With a continued broad agenda of action the film show 
the Hanover Community Centre of The Corporation 
examined the conflict between the legal personality of 
corporations and human welfare considerations. By the 
new year of 2010 a number of project groups focussed 
on promoting local food and relationships in our 

community; spread awareness and involvement in national 10:10 campaign 
at the local level in Hanover, arranging film shows on ‘green’ issues, and a 
publicity group to spread information. 

 
February 2010 – Constitute Community Group 
Hanover Action For Sustainable Living (HASL) holds inaugural meeting 
and launches as a constituted group, with a Constitution, and Action Groups. 
A further film screening of the Eleventh Hour - a film about climate change 
made by Leonardo De Caprio. 
 
The newly constituted HASL Food Group applied for a grant for local food 
events from Harvest, and by March Hanover 10:10 Action Group were 
conducting door-to-door knocks on Lincoln Street sought to encourage people 
to sign up the national 10:10 campaign - 25% of those spoken wanted to sign 
up. In April a film showing of A Crude Awakening a film about peak oil at our 
new location of The Hanover Pub Function Room made available on a 
complementary basis. 

 
Moving beyond food, carbon reduction and challenging the cheap disposable 
clothes culture, were messages the screening of The Story of Stuff and The 
Story of Cap and Trade sought to address. Once again the function room of 
The Hanover hosted this event, which was accompanied the innovative “swap 
store” where the film audience brought and swapped clothes. Continuing our 
community engagement a ‘Bring and Share a Meal’ food event was held at 
The Hanover Community Centre. To help spread the message, develop 
impact and foster our sustainable community in other areas, the Hanover 
Action Facebook was launched in June 2010, bu which the dancing shoes 
were alive for the HASL    



Fundraising Ceilidh helping to raise £120 for our continued work in the 
community. With summer upon us, the Food Group’s ‘Bring and Share 
Picnic’ in Queens Park was a popular family event, leading immediately into 
the planning and participation of HASL’s contribution to the The Big Lunch on 
The Level.  
 
Identification of a site for a composting project leads to plans for a 
Composting Group address one of the biggest waste issues affecting our 
community. Our success, impact and growing reputation in Hanover leads a 
Brighton & Hove Council sustainability grant award of £500 towards running 
costs to support continued community action. 
 
10:10 Action Group starts sign up a carbon reduction campaign for 
Hanover businesses, access to audits and grants, etc. 
 
Autumn bring about a Local food awareness event with informative displays, 
celebration of local produce food/plants swap store, local food café and 
showing of Film Inc about the food industry. A leaflet produced about local 
food outlets in and around Hanover, and the reasons for buying local. The 
10:10:10 Global Event of Doing, at The Hanover Community Centre, 
supported by Brighton10:10, brought 10 displays of things people can do to 
reduce carbon footprint, with the event supported by lively, entertaining and 
interactive climate change drama by Moving Sounds. Celebrating success 
after all the hard work within HASL and its Action Groups the 1st Anniversary 
Meeting at The Hanover Community Centre was a combined social event and 
public meeting and discussion with local MP Caroline Lucas. The event was 
filmed and featured in a local Community TV programme (and can now be 
seen on YouTube). 
 
Communications 
Throughout the year member wrote regular articles for the Hanover Directory 
promoting events, and ideas around carbon reduction and sustainable 
lifestyles. Attendees at all events were invited to sign up to the main HASL 
and Hanover10:10 email distribution lists – with around 200 people enjoying 
the regular communications, that complement our newly launched website 
and HASL Logo that seeks to reflect our green sustainable community. 
The New Year brought about the fruition many weeks of planning for the 
renewable energy event ‘Catching the Sun’ at The Hanover Centre. With 
press support from Brighton 10:10 in the run-up to the event, the 
presentations from members of the community on the night concerned solar 
water and electric panels, complementing those wrestling with decisions over 
a home renewable energy supplier, along with encouragement to invest in 
Brighton’s first solar power station – the Brighton Energy Coop. The outcomes 
of this event boosted the useful information on the HASL Website and the 
spin-off ‘Interested in Panels’ group to share experiences.  
 
As part of our Second Film Season screenings of The Age of Stupid and The 
Power of Community demonstrated the continued popularly of these events 
that inform and allow discussion, reflection and action. Reflecting increased 
interest in local food growing a new Vegetable Education Gardening (VEG) 



group worked hard on a space made available in the north end of Queens 
Park. Meeting weekly the group share education, and has fun growing in 
many ways! The garden is based in the pretty wild garden and is made up of 
raised beds separated into different health systems. Within these beds grow 
herbs and vegetables that have beneficial health effects for these body 
systems. 
 

 
 
 

HASL Website 
http://hasl.weebly.com/index.html 

 
Twitter feed 

at http://twitter.com/HanoverAction 

 ‘Hanover Action for Sustainable 
Living’ 

 


