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1. About Us.  

Hanover Action: towards a sustainable community is a constituted community group and was 
established by a group of local residents. Our key aims are to: 

● Bring people together to foster understanding of and take practical steps to promote 
sustainable living in Hanover and Elm Grove. 

● To promote Bioregional’s One Planet Living framework as a means to enable broad- 
based action on sustainability issues. 

● Promote community spirit and alternatives to unsustainable consumption. 
● Undertake activities to promote awareness of the impact of climate change globally. 

Hanover Action works through action groups and meets formally every month (except August and 
December). For more details of our Constitution, meeting notes, etc. then please see the 
Hanover Action website page. 

Hanover Action’s reach (11 August, 2019) 

Hanover Action Facebook: 405 members (up 11% 
from 363 members). 

One Planet Living Facebook Page: 264 members 
(up 8% from 245). 

@HanoverAction Twitter: 1408 Followers  
(up 35% from 1,045 followers). 

Website (http://www.hasl.org.uk). Currently gaining 
758 views/week (up 35%), from 233 unique visitors 
(down from 249). 

 

Monthly articles in The Hanover Directory included (read by over 10,000 people), included the 
following articles: 

● Welcoming Students to a Sustainable Community 
● Planting Trees for International Women’s day 
● Making our city a weed-killer free zone  
● Bloomin’ Hanover and the Zocalo 
● Global heating and climate change  

Website 
Our website has been redesigned to forefront our desire to be the local go to place for actions 
and resources to move towards Sustainable Community (thanks Simon and Paul). A full launch 
will come soon :)  
 
 
2. Land Use and Biodiversity      

With a high population density surprisingly Hanover and Elm Grove still has biodiversity if looked 
after carefully. In 2018-19, the renewed focus on our green spaces large and small, street trees 
and gardens means there are opportunities for wildlife.  Street planters have continued to be 
valued by local residents and more have been adopted and gardened for pollinators as well as 
flowers.  The reduction in weed killer use on the pavements have provided more feeding 
opportunities for sparrows and the house sparrow population is continuing to do well.  The 
summer visitor; the swift still comes to Hanover and Elm Grove.  This year’s highlight was 
confirmation that a pair of swifts are using the RSPB swift boxes on Queen’s Park Road.  It was 
also great to discover the Scarlet Tiger Moth is doing well in the area and in wider Brighton.  This 
beautiful day flying moth is declining in many parts of the country. 
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We have linked up with the new Urban Tree Strategy being devised with the Council and the 
CPRE (Council for Protection Rural England)’s Plant your Postcode campaign 
https://plantyourpostcode.org/ ).  The Woodland Trust is a also a key partner organisation. As 
well as the new trees in Pankhurst Avenue, we have been working with St Luke’s school and 
hope to get new trees planted in the 19-20 season in the streets near the school.  Sadly, one 
street tree has gone from upper Southover Street.  No new Dutch elm casualties reported in 
2019.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We have also engaged with national movements like Pesticide Action Network campaign to ban 
Round up (Glyphosate)  used by local authorities and others. Sadly Brighton continues to use 
pesticides on the pavements and Hanover Action support a petition to the Council to demand 
further reductions (thanks to Caitronia). 
 

Hanover Action’s #LoveOurTrees crowd source funding campaign over the Xmas season 
raised £363 that will go direct to funding the planting of new street trees in collaboration with 
the Council in the next planting season. Thanks to all those who contributed to what has 
become an annual campaign www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/loveourtrees 
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Hanover & Elm Grove Communities Forum launched on 1st December 2018 (see: 
https://hanoverandelmgrove.net/ - and two members of Hanover Action regularly participate in 
this, leading two ”Themes” including the “Environment, Green Space, Biodiversity and 
sustainability’ within the developing Neighbourhood Plan for Hanover & Elm Grove (see: 
https://hanoverandelmgrove.net/home/neighbourhood-action-plan/environment-green-space-
biodiversity-sustainability/  
 
 
3. Streets are for Sharing 
 
Further progress on dropped kerbs to make our 
community more accessible for all was seen in 
Southover Street this year. This is one of the key actions 
that Hanover Action promoted with the Council as part of 
the Call to Action: One Planet Living in Hanover & Elm 
Grove (for more see: www.hasl.org.uk/one-planet-living ) 
 
‘Streets are for Sharing’ campaigns helped achieve a 
Controlled Parking Zone in the Hanover & Elm Grove 
area. The increased street-scape space and lack of 
parking on pavements now means that Hanover is 
blooming with more plant pots, better street planters and 
more street trees. People are more engaged in their 
streets with more street parties, wild flower and bulb 
planting to improve our environment’s biodiversity and to 
attract bees and birds.  
 
 
We continue to work for increased secure bike storage 
(thanks Jacky) through our an online survey  
 

 
 

For more on ‘Streets are for 
Sharing’, including details of 
how organise your own street 
party, see: 
www.hasl.org.uk/streets-for-
sharing 
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4. Recycling 
 
Much of our attention on this is now within the ‘Refuse Recycling and Street Cleansing’ Theme of 
the Hanover & Elm Grove Communities Forum (see: 
https://hanoverandelmgrove.net/home/neighbourhood-action-plan/refuse-recycling-street-
cleansing/ ) with Hanover Action coordinating work on the development of this theme for the 
developing Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
 
 
5. Climate and Ecological Emergency 
 
On 13 December 2018, Brighton & Hove City Council “Declares its recognition of global climate 
and biodiversity emergencies;a Climate and Ecological Emergency”. See Video 
 
On 29 March 2019 Hanover Action has teamed up with Extinction Rebellion to run a very 
successful packed public meeting in the Hanover Centre - with speakers Matthew Adams from 
Brighton University, a spokespeople from Extinction Rebellion and YouthStrike 4 ClimateAction, 
and with our local MP Dr Caroline Lucas.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

YouthStrike 4 ClimateAction https://ukscn.org/ys4c/ 
Extinction Rebellion - Brighton www.meetup.com/Extinction-Rebellion-Brighton/ 

 
 
The local elections in May 2019 provided us with an opportunity to interrogate Candidates for 
election on their positions on the climate and environmental crises. Those who responded 
provided states that all can see at: www.hasl.org.uk/candidate-responses.html The results this 
year led to three Green Party Councillors (2 female) being elected to Hanover & Elm Grove Ward 
for 4 years. 
 
We have been instrumental in ensuring that we hold local politicians to account and design a 
radical and useful Citizens Assembly process (thanks Les).  

We also showed ‘What If’ 
the short mini sequel to 
the Age of Stupid 
produced as a 10th 
anniversary production 
exploring what the world 
would look like if we won 
the arguments about 
climate change. This was 
particularly appropriate as 
Hanover Action was 
started after a public 
showing of the Age of 
Stupid at the Hanover 
Community Centre.  
 



 7 

 
 
 
6. Other Events 
 
We continued to put in fun and educational events including films and the Plant and Seed Swap  
(thanks Jackie, Kristoffer, Sarah team). We promoted and took part in the Zocalo on 21st June - 
(turn off your telly for the night, put a table and chairs on the pavement and share a drink and 
snack with your neighbours).  
This year it also included being serenaded at different spots around Hanover by a local choir 
(thanks Ruth). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On 21 September we ran a film event with the local Brighton & Hove Energy Services Co 
(BHESCo). The Screening of Leonardo Di Caprio’s unforgettable climate change movie Before 
the Flood at the Hanover Community Centre. The film was introduced by BHESCo's founder 
Kayla Ente followed by a Q&A. 
 
  

“As a founding member 
of the Hanover and Elm 
Grove Communities 
Forum, we have worked 
to ensure that the 
priorities and targets 
identified in the One 
Planet Living are 
reflected in the 
Neighbourhood Plan 
which the Forum and 
the council are 
developing for our area” 
Ian McIntyre, Chair of 
Hanover Action. 
 

Our plant and seedling swaps 
have concentrated on bee 
friendly and edible plants. 
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6. Financial Accounts 
 

 
 

Hanover Action: towards a sustainable community

Accounts year ended : 31st March 2019

Group Correspondent:  Les Gunbie

I have examined the financial records of Hanover Action: towards a sustainable community,
for the year ended 31st March 2019 and prepared these accounts from the information and
explanations supplied. In my opinion the group has maintained proper financial records and
these financial statements accord with those records.

Lesley Rooney FCCA

21 Washington Street

Brighton

BN2 9SR

Date:  1st June 2019

These accounts have been approved by the Committee of the group.

Signed by one or two Committee Members/Officers on behalf of all Committee Members.

1. Signed ………………………………………………..     Name (Printed) ………………………………………………

Date ………………………………………………..

2. Signed ………………………………………………..     Name (Printed) ………………………………………………

Date ………………………………………………..
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